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From the Captain’s Desk… by Capt. Curtis Cole

Friends, here it is… the end of another year and reenacting season. I remember I used to hear the older folks say "time is just flying by" and I would think, "it's not goin' that fast". Well… I'll tell you, now that I am older, folks, it is flying by! Myself, I intend to make the most of the reenacting time I have left, to make as many events as I can, to have as much fun as I can, and to see as much as I can, because I truly love it. I hope you all truly love it too, and will join me.  
I agree with Jeff, one of the highlights of the year to me was the Gettysburg living history/march. The two Ft. Macon events, especially the latter one were a blast. I enjoyed the fine turnouts we had there, at Kinston, and Ft. Branch. That would be my goal for next year, if we have 12 events, that at 6 we would have a Ft. Branch turnout. We will have some good events scheduled, and we have too much fun together not too. Plus, our family has grown this year.  So, let me wish you all a Merry Christmas and thank each of you for all that you do. We are truly blessed to have such an extended family as ours.  See you at Liberty Hall!  God Bless.
Upcoming Events… Check out the unit website at www.cflhs.org for more info on events!
Date





Impression


Event/Location



December 9-10, 2006……………………...CS…………………………Liberty Hall, Kenansville, N.C.
Liberty Hall is our unit Christmas program and has been on our schedule for over 20 years. Impression is CS, preferably early war. Dress warmly! We act as guards on the house during the candlelight tours at night, living history during the day. Just the thing to get you in the Christmas spirit!
December 17, 2006………………..............US…………………..….Goldsborough Bridge Dedication
On Sunday, December 17, 2006, the CFLHS has been invited to help with the dedication of the new Goldsborough Bridge Battlefield in Goldsboro, NC. We have been asked to provide a color guard for the ceremonies and have also been invited to camp out on the battlefield that Saturday night – December 16. This will be the first time soldiers have camped on the battlefield since 1865. Lantern tours of the battlefield will be provided. The dedication is at 2:00pm on the 17th.  If you are interested, please contact either myself (jeffbockert@nc.rr.com), Lynn Bull or Captain Cole. Thanks!
________________________________________
Liberty Hall Information…
From Captain Cole: Liberty Hall has been on the unit’s schedule since the 1980s and is one of the most popular events on the calendar and is also our unit Christmas party. We need to be set up before dark on Friday so if you can get to Kenansville early enough – it would be appreciated. The candlelight tours begin at dark and we will post guards and help set up. We will also have a small Christmas gathering Saturday afternoon. If you wish to participate please bring a gift, no more than $10 with a Civil War theme. No worries, this will be low stress and maintenance.  Dress is Confederate – many use this event to wear their early war uniforms. If anyone needs any uniform articles to dress out no problem, just let us know.  
From Jann Tolar: Ladies…if you plan on attending Liberty Hall, please contact me at
jantolar@cox.net and let me know.  We would like all ladies to bring cookies, fruit cake, brownies or whatever other munchies you might have in mind for our Christmas party.  Coffee and Hot Chocolate will be available.  If you have children, please bring a unisex toy marked
child if they wish to participate in gift exchange. Please mark the gifts as for a man or woman.
________________________________________
Pictures from the Past…
If you have photos from past events that you would like to see published here – please send them along! 
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18th NCT at Liberty Hall – Kenansville – 1995                    Posing in front of the Christmas Tree – Liberty Hall - 1996
Election Time… Folks, here are the nominations for elected positions for the 2007 campaign season:
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Captain-  Curtis Cole
First Sergeant-  David Henkel
Treasurer- Bob Tolar
 

Board of Directors- you may vote for three
Lynn Bull

Jake Jennette
Amy Henkel
Warren Jarman
Edd Little
 

Please send your votes to Jan Tolar (jantolar@cox.net).  Voting will close Dec. 7.
Possible Events for 2007…

January 26-27, 2007
Winter encampment and drill with the Field Company. Place to be determined – probably Tarheel, Bennett Place or Alamance. 

February 24-25
Carolinas Campaign, St. Paul, NC

March 30-April 1
Cold Harbor, Isle of Wight, VA

June 16-17
Cedar Creek – semi-campaigner event
July
Gettysburg Living History

September 6-7
South Mountain Church – Capt. Cole will portray Col. McCrae and lead the march!

October 19-21
Cedar Creek

November
Fort Branch

December 1-2
Battle of Goldsborough Bridge – Goldsboro, NC

December 8-9
Liberty Hall - Kenansville
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Support for Support Arms…By Marc A. Hermann The Daybreak B'hoys - Hardtack Society - Liberty Rifles  2005.

One of the first things that every military re-enactor learns to master is, by necessity, the manual of arms. Whether the person decides to pursue a mainstream or progressive approach to Civil War re-enacting, almost everyone makes a concerted effort to learn the correct way to carry and use the long arm appropriate to his portrayal. The new recruit of today, as his counterparts of 1861, will usually learn this choreography from a senior member of his unit in the context of a squad or company drill, and later may (and is advised to) study the original books for himself to make sure that all the nuances of each position are there when he executes them. Unfortunately, much is lost over 140 years, and without going back to those primary sources, a hapless "recruit" of the 21st century may get into the habit of doing things the wrong way, simply because it was taught to him by a seemingly knowledgeable N.C.O., who himself has had it ingrained since he started re-enacting 20 years before. We are creatures of habit, and sometimes reject the notion of change, and may even take it as a personal affront if corrected about something that is historically inaccurate. We need to get beyond this, though. There is an issue that transcends all aspects of the living history community, from those who have the worst impressions to those who have the best impressions -- I have seen it everywhere. I am referring to the position of "Support Arms."

"Stop doing the British manual!"

No one likes the smart alecky private who, in the middle of company drill, whips out a manual from his pocket and loudly corrects a command just given by his officer. It is bad etiquette, and borderline disrespectful. However, what happens when the officer IS, in fact, wrong? What happens when one man in a company executes a command as he interprets it from the manuals, but the other 19 men do it as their trustworthy Captain has taught them to do it? Such an issue arose at a recent parade that I attended with my friend, Jason Wickersty. Standing near each other in line, we noticed a distinct difference between the positions of our weapons compared to those of the others when our company was ordered to "Support Arms." Namely, our weapons were being supported in such a manner that they were nearly perfectly vertical, and our left hands resting near the bottom of our ribcages.  Suddenly, the booming voice of the Sergeant from the right flank of the company admonished "Hey! Stop doing the British manual, and put some tilt in your rifle like everyone else!" Jason and I exchanged shocked glances. Here we were, executing a maneuver in a manner based on not only the original (and, incidentally, NOT British) manuals, but on photographic evidence -- and WE were the ones being scolded! From that point on, I have made it my business to enlighten anyone who cares to listen about the correct position of Support Arms. 

Margin of error?
The story of infantry tactics during the American Civil War is one of adaptation, of officers and men learning to think for themselves in order to become better soldiers. The maneuvers of light infantry to keep an enemy in check and the crushing blows of frontal assaults to break through a fortified position were the results of trial and error, and re-examination of the military manuals as published. One is correct to assume that soldiers didn't ALWAYS follow the books to the letter, but that does not give one carte blanche to do whatsoever he may please when demonstrating 19th century tactics -- particularly when one considers that an average soldier spent literally hours daily at drill, and the average re-enactor spends a matter of hours per year at it. So first, we read the books and try to master the drill as written. Then, the more practical among us, in our search for enlightenment, will look at original photographs to see how the soldiers interpreted the manuals. Are period photographs reliable, though? Any student of 19th century images knows that subjects were often carefully posed. Therefore, to determine if something we see in a picture was truly done as we see it being done, then we must work with a wide control group, that shows soldiers in all contexts and regions. If it can be determined that something wasn't just a local fad or the act of an individual wishing to cut a perfect image for posterity, and is also seen being executed by those who may not even have been aware an image was being made, then we can safely deduce that it was widely practiced. In addition, one might even detect slight variations, but they do not deviate as far from the perceived "correctness" as modern reenactors have, thus giving them even more credence by acknowledging that while variations certainly did exist, they were not as grossly varied as we may explain away our executions of them. The position of Support Arms, as phrased in all the leading manuals in use during the Civil War, both North and South, is almost universal.

Conclusion.
Some years ago, Cal Kinzer wrote an article entitled A Dozen Inexpensive Ways to Improve Your Personal Impression that contained tips on how to present a better soldier's portrayal without burning a hole in your checkbook. To this list of twelve, I would like to submit that spending quality time reviewing the manuals for little details you may have missed, and reviewing photographs showing how these manuals were put into practice are one of the biggest (and cheapest) steps a re-enactor can take in the quest to "be like them." Likewise, re-enacting officers would be best advised to drop the arrogance of "I've been doing this since the '70s, there's nothing new you can teach me" and go back to the basics, and encourage their men to do the same. Just as in the game "Telephone," the quality of the information diminishes the further away from the original source it gets, such that decades of re-enactors learning from re-enactors results in the folks of our hobby looking like just that -- hobbyists. There are no better teachers of tactics than those who authored and mastered them in the 19th century. Their writings, drawings, and photographs are 
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