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From the Editor… by Pvt. Jeff Bockert  

After talking with the guys that attended the Gettysburg living history and from talking with Captain Cole and Sergeant Henkel, it was decided that bringing back the unit newsletter might be a good idea. E-mail lists work well for information that needs to be passed along in a hurry but a newsletter allows for more information to be distributed to the membership and has the added advantage of having all the information in one place. So, with that said…I have agreed to take on the editing job of the newsletter for the unit. The newsletter will be published in a bi-monthly format and inside this and every addition you will find a schedule of events, notes from the leadership of the unit, articles on authenticity, after-action reports from events (so you can see what you missed), etc. 

If you have any information you would like to see published in the newsletter, please send it along to me. My e-mail address is jeffbockert@nc.rr.com. To save the unit some money, this first edition has been sent via e-mail (you probably already figured that out). The file is a simple word document that should make it easy to print out or save to your computer for reference. If you would rather have a copy slow mailed to you, please let me know and I’ll see what I can do. So, to close…the newsletter can only be a success if YOU make it a success. Write some articles, pass along an after-action of an event you really enjoyed (or really hated) – all your opinions, ideas and thoughts are important to making this a success and to making our unit a success as well. Until next time….see you in the field!

Upcoming Events… Check out the unit website at www.cflhs.org for more info on events!
Date




Impression



Event/Location



September 16-17, 2006………….......…CS / US………………..……… Fort Macon, Atlantic Beach, N.C.

The event at Fort Macon is a living history for most of the day and a battle reenactment in the afternoon. The living history interprets the C.S. taking of the fort in 1861 and uniforms should be early war, Confederate. Good time to break out your N.C. state sack coats! Bring your U.S. uniform for the battle. Great event at a great site! If you haven’t let Captain Cole know you are coming yet, please drop him a line and let him know. 

October 13-15, 2006…………..…………..CS……………………….…..…..Company Drill, Kinston, N.C.
Since Chicamacomico was dropped from the schedule, there will be a company drill at the site of the March event in Kinston, NC.  More information to come!

November 4-5, 2006………………………US…………………………...…….Fort Branch, Hamilton, N.C.
Fort Branch is a battle reenactment and tactical. This is not one to miss! Please make every effort to come out and support this event and the unit so we can field a company. Impression is campaign style, U.S. infantry. Bring plenty of ammunition! Bob Tolar will be mailing registration by August 28 so send in your $10 to him ASAP! Walk-on registration for Union troops is $12.
November 11-12, 2006……………………CS………………….....ANV Convention, Fredericksburg, VA
This is where all the “big wigs” such as our very own General Tolar make the decisions, schedules, etc. for the ANV for the coming year!
December 9-10, 2006……………………...CS……………………………..Liberty Hall, Kenansville, N.C.
Liberty Hall is our unit Christmas program and has been on our schedule for over 20 years. Impression is CS, preferably early war. Dress warmly! We act as guards on the house during the candlelight tours at night, living history during the day. Just the thing to get you in the Christmas spirit!
_________________________________________
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From the Captain’s Desk…by Captain Curtis Cole
Friends:  Well, several members of the 18th NCT have just returned from the Gettysburg living history/march August 12-13 and I'm sure you will be hearing about it for months to come! We were joined by two new members, Mike Karriker and Joe Hicks. I'm sure you will enjoy their company as much as I have already. Fort Macon is our next event and is set for September 16th -17th, I hope to have that information posted on the unit website by the time you read this issue of The Vidette.

Also, the Chicamacomico Races event that was scheduled for the first weekend in October was cancelled.  No matter… we had decided to mark it off the list anyway due to the events’ lack of organization.  We will fill the October slot with a company drill/ fellowship at Kinston.  November brings of course, the beloved Fort Branch, please start thinking about your registrations for this event.  Folks, we are blessed that our last four events of the year are so close by for the majority of our members; we should have a strong turnout for all these events. There is really no reason we shouldn't. I would like for us to put a push on for the remainder of the year, with the goal in mind of adding some new members. I would like to see the Cape Fear strong enough, to again be able to field its own company.  In the meantime, God Bless, see you all soon!
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Why We Do It… by Pvt. Jeff Bockert

Editor’s Note:  I wrote this for a newsletter of an old US Civil War unit I was in about five years back. Hope this helps you if you are suffering from a current case of “burnout!” 
I often get asked after I come home from a Civil War event “why do I do it?” I mean, after a weekend (or longer) of sun-like heat in a wool uniform, being outnumbered 500 to 1 by thousands of Rebs, getting a rare and potentially life-threatening illness from eating from a tin plate or just smelling my nasty ole’ cup, and waking up cramped in a small and somewhat useless tent after a good rain…how could anyone in their right minds want to go back? After 20 plus years of Civil War reenacting, I find myself sometimes having to gird myself for another “Silly War” event.
So, why do I do it? Well, after a long time off from the last event, I think I can honestly answer this question and I would like to pass on my answer and thoughts on the matter to you guys. Here are some of the reasons “I do it”. It’s the longing look at my Civil War uniform and equipment laying in the back of the closet after a season of disuse, looking at me like an old friend. Every piece of equipment has a story with me and sometimes, I know this sounds weird, I just like to pull it all out and look at it and think about when it and my reenacting career was new. I like looking at my frock coat and forage cap and thinking that it’s the best looking uniform in my cramped closet. I can still remember the excitement and joy I felt when I first put on the stuff and wore it around the house after I got it. Remember that? Of course you do.
It’s the look of an Army camp at first light when I am up and looking at the dew drying on the tents and seeing the dying embers of a fire from the festivities of the night before. Then, just as I am taking it all in about how cool it looks, the sun comes up and the camp comes to life. There is the guy who always gets up before everyone else and stokes the fire. It’s the feeling I have when I first get up and go to the fire and warm my hands and body after a long night of freezing my butt off and listening to my tent mate snoring. It’s the fun of making breakfast with 20 other guys clamoring around the fire trying to find the one place where your stuff will cook quicker and better before someone else finds the spot. Ever thought about this stuff? Of course you have.
It’s the feeling I have when I am in the ranks in a battle and I see the flags flying, the muskets firing and the Rebs falling all around. Now, don’t get me wrong…the powder burning for the thrill of it left me about 10 years back. But, I still get a sense of excitement when I am in the ranks and we fire a volley and I look over to my mates and see the expression of “how cool!” across their faces. It’s the relaxation after a battle with everyone sitting around and discussing the battle and how cool it was. It’s the feeling of being a glorious idiot when I decide that cleaning my musket is just too much trouble and throw it to the back of the tent to be cleaned “some other day” and wonder why it doesn’t fire in the next day’s battle. Ever think about these things? Of course you do. 
Finally, and much more importantly, it’s the fun of being around some of the best friends a guy could have in funny looking clothes. I still believe that some of the best joys in life can be had with a beer, a campfire, and a bunch of pals yukking it up around me. It’s the remembering of how much fun it is to be in a comfortable and relatively warm Sibley tent with everyone laughing and joking all around. Also, it’s the memories I have of Civil War reenacting. I still think of all those who have long since left the hobby who I started out with and how much fun we had. The thought of making more memories and experiencing that feeling of the “first time” keeps me coming back for more. 
So, you ask “why do we do it”? Well, these are some of the reasons that “I do it” and will continue to do it for many years to come. I sometimes get burned out with Civil War but I always come back after remembering everything that I just wrote down here. I will still go out there for the fun and hope you guys will too. It just wouldn’t be the same without all of you there.

Five Things to Help Improve Your Impression… 

 # 1: Tailor Your Impression to Suit the Event!

Do some research before the event and see what your uniform and equipment should look like. For instance, don’t show up at the Battle of Bentonville with shoulder scales and white gloves. Likewise, don’t show up at a garrison event like Fort McHenry wearing a battered slouch hat.

#2: Rations!

Nothing makes or breaks an impression like rations. Do everything in your power to get the right stuff and more importantly, wrap it in period paper!

#3:  Hairstyles!

Hairstyles are very important to an overall impression. Look at period photos and see what was in fashion then. You don’t have to go to great lengths for that “looking good” appearance.

#4:  Take Care of Your Equipment!

Look at photos, brass what usually kept shined, shoes blackened, etc. Don’t let your equipment look run-down to achieve a “veteran” appearance. That is a “reenactorism”. Veterans back then would have taken care of their equipment!

#5:  Try to Get a Time Trip!

After doing this hobby for a while, it gets harder to do. Try and find a time trip and realize why you do it in the first place. When everything is pissing you off, keep a good attitude! Remember you are out here to have fun!
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Gettysburg Living History… by 1st Sgt. David Henkel
Those of you who missed this event missed a special time!  We arrived early on Friday morning and rested but were soon able to set up camp in Pitzer’s Woods and start breakfast.   There was time allowed for a very nice driving tour of several of the sites of interest to include the round tops, devils den, and others).  Back in camp we prepared lunch on the campfire and formed company around 1:30 p.m.  The entire company had a strong showing from the 1st/11th, 27th, 33rd, 51st, 37th NCT and the 9th TX.  We marched to the North Carolina monument and a wreath was placed and a donation was made for the maintenance of the monument.  Following a few words from the NPS ranger (who was a North Carolinian); we stood for a wet plate print.  Then we were taken on a march by the ranger tracing the steps of Lane’s Brigade.  We were stopped at several intervals and the scene was described as to how the brigade fared on the assault.  Following the tour we were marched back to camp.  Upon our arrival to camp we were dismissed for the rest of the evening, which was spent in relaxing around the campfire.

Saturday the drum roused us at 06:00 a.m.  We were allowed time for breakfast and had roll call.  We drilled for sometime.  Our schedule for the demonstrations was 10:00 – 12:00 – 2:00.  Following the last drill we made for the town and toured the sutlers and met at O’Rouke’s for dinner.  Time spent around the campfire was a delight.  I being tired from the week’s events turned in early, but the rest of our boys went out and played hide and seek from the park rangers.  Members of the 27th NCT went further from camp and were caught on their way back from the devil’s den and fined $75 each.  We were lucky.

Then demonstrations on Sunday were held at 10:00 and 12:00.  Following the last demonstration we broke camp and headed home.  

This visit to Gettysburg was an awesome experience; being able to trace the steps of our ancestors on the final assault.  A good time was had by all!  

Cape Fear Members in attendance:

CPT Curtis Cole

LT Lynn Bull

1SG David Henkel

PVT Jeff Bockert

PVT Joe Hicks

PVT Mike Karriker

PVT Marvin Schwartz

PVT Andy Sterlen
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